
Corny Values 
    

 

For the last few years, I have been watching reruns of The Lone Ranger before my morning workout. 

People often laugh when I tell them this, perhaps because they consider it a kids’ program. Certainly, when I 

was a kid, I watched it faithfully every evening (brought to you by General Mills and their waving fields of 

grain), both for the ethical guidance and, to be sure, in anticipation of the fight scene (seldom a gun shootout) at 

the end. In the 1950s, action shows were meant to entertain as well as impart or reinforce shared cultural values 

such as decency, justice, individualism, community support, courage, heroism, and honesty.  

I can remember when TV programs began to gradually change toward a more “realistic” portrayal of 

events. In the early sixties, The Rifleman, a hero albeit retired, did not ride off with a nonsensical “Hiyo 

Silver!”, but still managed to have a gun-duel (seldom a fist fight) at the end of most episodes that showed his 

reserved machismo and the triumph of his values. The change accelerated with great dramas like those on Route 

66, where the unlikely “heroes” were Tod & Buz who happened to deeply involve themselves in the lives of 

everyone they worked for along the road, usually solving their problems (sometimes with fist fights) before 

driving off into the sunset—usually solving problems, but not always. The show was better written and more 

complex that the 1950s’ cowboy shows, so the good guys did not always win, and the “correct” values were not 

always clear  

Later, I Spy sported two international undercover agents with a tolerance for all cultures, but with a 

decided preference for American values, albeit applied in a world of unsure heroes, victims, and questionable 

denouements. No doubt inspired by the more exaggerated James Bond films, Kelly and Scotty brought the 

buddy-film to TV in conformance to the shows that had gone before (all the aforementioned were some sort of 

buddy-show). But the times, they were a-changin’. Both films and TV began to challenge The Lone Ranger’s 

values such that today, in order for movies and TV to portray values like decency, justice, individualism, 

community support, courage, heroism, and honesty, one must write for superheroes even less believable than 

Kimosabe (e.g. Batman, Ironman, or The Avengers). It is a return, of sorts, to 1950s values, but in portraying 

those values, right and wrong seldom are portrayed as simple, and personal conflict, even among super beings, 

confuses the lot. That is to be expected, of course, since a large part of society, although it loves action films, 

does not like black and white values riding a white stallion named Silver. To them, those values are simply too 

corny, idealistic, non-realistic pie-in-the-sky fantasy. What is the overlooked exception, at least in civilian life? 

The traditional martial arts.  

There is no doubt that martial artists have their own personal conflicts, their ridiculous lunges into 

political drama, and their share of clowns and phonies, but they also seem to be the last civilian bastion for 

values that none but the military still adhere to: decency, justice, individualism, community support, courage, 

heroism, and honesty. I suspect that these values comprise a large percentage of the reason people stay in 

traditional budo. No, they don’t want to be in a military boot camp or serve at the C.O.’s command (at least not 



when out of the dojo), but they do appreciate the discipline, the training, the 

camaraderie that centers around those values that are now associated with the 

military, but were once associated with Western culture, especially the USA. 

You can argue that those values can be twisted or that they were a way to 

control the populace while the ruling class (whatever your definition of that may 

be) went by a different set of values, but it is difficult to argue against the idea 

that the budo has been a resting place for a code of behavior that, if followed 

correctly, would be far more laudable than living life with no values or, as if 

often the case in today’s world, with their inverse.  

NB: the attached graphic does not list the article’s set of values (I 

discovered it after having written the article), but please note the obvious overlap in intent and spirit. 

  

 

 

 

 

 


